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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Complete instructions are given in the ‘Notice to authors’ (Vol. 438, Nos. 1–2, pages v–x) or available as reprint, free on
request. The ‘Notice’ must be followed to the letter so that papers conform to the style of the European Journal of
Pharmacology.

For submission the original and 3 copies, complete with 4 sets of figures and tables should be sent to:
The Editorial Office, European Journal of Pharmacology, Universiteitsweg 100, 3584 CG Utrecht, The Netherlands
Tel.: (31-30) 253-8833; Fax: (31-30) 253-9033
Manuscripts submitted to the journal are accepted on the understanding that: (1) they are subject to editorial review and (2) the recommendations of the

Declarations of Helsinki and Tokyo, for humans, and the European Community guidelines for the use of experimental animals have been adhered to.
Authors must state in the manuscript that the protocol complies with these guidelines and were approved by their institutional ethics committee. The
submitted manuscript should be accompanied by a written statement that the manuscript has not and will not be published in whole or in part in any other
journal. This statement should have the signature of all authors.
Acceptability of rapid communications will be decided by the editors, who usually will be advised by a member of the editorial board or by one of the
consultants. Full-length manuscripts, short communications and short reviews are generally submitted to two referees who are chosen for their ability to
evaluate the work. Authors may request that certain referees not be chosen. Members of the editorial board will usually be called upon for advice when there
is disagreement among referees or between referees and authors, or when the editors believe that the manuscript has not received adequate consideration
from the referees. In order to reduce mailing costs, manuscripts will not be returned to the authors. Only the decision of the editors, together with the advice
of the referees will be sent to the author(s). When authors submit a revised manuscript, they should reply to the comments of the referees, indicating which
comments they have incorporated and their reasons for disregarding any suggestions considered unacceptable. Revised manuscripts should be returned in
duplicate to the editorial office. A revised manuscript should be received at the editorial office not later than 5 weeks (minor revision) or 10 weeks
(extensive revision) after the editorial decision was postmarked to the author(s). Revised manuscripts received later than this will be processed as a new
manuscript. Handwritten additions or corrections are not acceptable. Pages affected by revision must be retyped.
The final version of the manuscript should be sent on disk (see section 1.3) together with the original and a copy of a printout of the reviewed and revised
manuscript (see ‘Electronic manuscripts’ below). Manuscripts submitted by fax transmission will not be considered. Manuscripts should be typewritten or
printed with double spacing (at least 6 mm between lines) and with wide margins (not more than 26 lines per page). The possibility that accepted
manuscripts will be processed by electronic scanning makes it essential that the typing/printing be of the highest quality. A laser-type or similar quality
printer or a high-quality typewriter with a black carbon ribbon should be used to ensure proper contrast for the original. A standard, at least 12-point (0.0138
inch), typeface, neither distorted nor reduced or enlarged, is to be used. Manuscripts printed with low-quality printers will be returned for retyping with an
acceptable typeface. Manuscripts should be written in English. Accepted manuscripts will, if necessary, have English style and language corrected.
Manuscripts with extensive changes will be returned to the authors for retyping. Submission of a paper in clear, grammatical English will, therefore, shorten
publication time considerably.

1. Electronic manuscripts
The preferred storage medium is a 5 1-

4 or 3 1-
2 inch disk in MS-DOS format, although other systems are welcome, e.g., NEC and Macintosh (in this case, save

your file in the usual manner, do not use the option ‘save in MS-DOS format’). Please do not split the article into separate files (title page as one file, text as
another, etc.). Ensure that the letter ‘l’ and digit ‘1’ (also letter ‘O’ and digit ‘0’) have been used properly, and structure your article (tabs, indents, etc.)
consistently. Characters not available on your word processor (Greek letters, mathematical symbols, etc.) should not be left open but indicated by a unique
code (e.g., gralpha, @, #, etc., for the Greek letter ). Such codes should be used consistently throughout the entire text. Please make a list of such codes
and provide a key. Do not allow your word processor to split words and do not use a ‘justified’ layout. Please adhere strictly to the general instructions on
style/arrangement and, in particular, the reference style of the journal. It is very important that you save your file in the word processor format. If your word
processor features the option to save files ‘in flat ASCII’, please do not use it. Format your disk correctly and ensure that only the relevant file (one
complete article only) is on the disk. Also, specify the type of computer and word processing package used and label the disk with your name and the name
of the file on the disk. After final acceptance, your disk plus one, final, printed and exactly matching version (as a printout) will be forwarded to the
publishers from whom further information may be obtained.

2. Rapid communications
(a) Reports on exciting new results within the scope of the journal can be submitted for publication in the rapid communications section.
(b) A rapid communication should not exceed 700 words and should contain no or only one simple table or figure of not more than 8.4 cm = 1 column width.
(c) A maximum of 8 references may be used.
(d) The rapid communication should be typewritten, lines double spaced, with wide margins, without any subheadings, and preferably accompanied by a

floppy disk (see section 1). The manuscript should be arranged in the following order: title (not exceeding 85 characters including spaces between
words); surname(s) of author(s), preceded by one name spelled out in full; name and address of the establishment where the work was done (all on
1 page); abstract (max. 75 words) and keywords (indexing terms, max. 3 items); text; acknowledgement(s); references; figure legend and figure; table
(colour figures will delay publication). Name, full postal address, telephone, fax numbers, and e-mail address of author to whom correspondence is to be
sent should be mentioned on the title page.

(e) Rapid communications have priority at the editorial office and publisher.

3. Full-length manuscripts
(a) The manuscript should be arranged as follows. First page: title (not exceeding 85 characters including spaces between words); surname(s) of author(s),

preceded by one name spelled out in full; name and address of the establishment where the work was done; name, full postal address, telephone, fax
numbers and e-mail address of author to whom proofs and other correspondence should be sent. Next page (2): abstract and keywords (indexing terms:
normally 3–6 items). Pages 3 to end: 1. Introduction; 2. Materials and methods; 3. Results; 4. Discussion; Acknowledgements; References; figure
legends and figures; tables. Both sections and their subdivisions should be numbered (2.1., 2.2., 2.3., etc.).

(b) Abstract and keywords: an abstract not exceeding 150 words and stating what was done, what was found, and what was concluded should be typed on a
separate sheet. Below the abstract, type 3–6 keywords or short phrases suitable for indexing. These terms will be printed at the end of the abstract. If
possible, keywords should be selected from Index Medicus or Excerpta Medica Index. First category keywords (e.g., Hyperphagia; G-Strophantidin;
Fibre shortening) will all be listed and cross-indexed. Second category keywords (e.g., Rat, Cold, Metabolite) will only be listed under the index entry
for the first category keywords. If the editors feel that keywords should be adjusted to the standards of the journal this will be done without consultation
of the author(s).

(c) Standard nomenclature should be used throughout. Avoid unnecessary abbreviations and symbols (see extensive ‘Notice to authors’, Vol. 319, No. 1,
p. v). Words at the end of a line should not be divided. Use of hyphens, capital letters, numbers written or spelled out (e.g., 8 or eight) should be
consistent throughout the manuscript.



(d) Legends of illustrations and footnotes should be typed on separate sheets, lines double spaced. Footnotes, to be numbered consecutively in superscript
throughout the text, should be used as little as possible.

(e) Drugs: generic names should be used. Trade names may be mentioned in parentheses the first time the name of the drug appears in the text. The form of
the drug used should be indicated.

4. Short communications should be prepared as described under 3, except for the following:
(a) The average length of a short communication should not exceed 4 pages in print (approx. 2000–2300 words including abstract, captions and references).

A maximum of 2 illustrations (figures and tables) is allowed.
(b) An abstract of not more than 100 words should be provided and 3–6 keywords should be listed immediately below the abstract.

5. References
References in the text to literature cited should be given by the name of the author(s), followed by the year of publication in parentheses, e.g.: Downie and
Larsson (1990) or (Hicks et al., 1988, 1989; Seeman et al., 1990; Stoof and Kebabian, 1991a,b,c). For three or more authors the name of the first author
followed by et al. should be used. Journal names should be abbreviated according to the List of Serial Title Word Abbreviations (available from the
International Serials Data System, 20 Rue Bachaumont, 75002 Paris, France; ISBN 2-904938-02-8). References should be listed alphabetically. Citations of
the literature in the list of references should include the full title of the article referred to. Personal communications and unpublished data should not appear
in the list of references. Sample references:

Examples:
Barnes, P.J., Karin, M., 1997. Nuclear factor - B – a pivotal transcription factor in chronic inflammatory diseases. N. Engl. J. Med. 336, 1066–1071.
Paivio, A., Jansen, B., Becker, L.J., 1975. Comparisons through the mind’s eye. Cognition 37, 635–647.
Strunk, W., White, E.B., 1979. The Elements of Style, third ed. MacMillan, New York, NY.
Gurman, A.S., Kniskern, D.P., 1981. Family therapy outcome research: knowns and unknowns. In: Gurman, A.S., Kniskern, D.P. (Eds.), Handbook of Family Therapy.
Brunner/Maazel, New York, NY, pp. 742–775.

Order of references:
De Groat, W., 1990.
Maggi, C.A., 1988.
Maggi, C.A., Lecci, A., 1987.
Maggi, C.A., Meli, A., 1986.
Maggi, C.A., Santicoli, P., Meli, A., 1984.
Maggi, C.A., Giuliani, S., Patacchini, R., Rovero, P., Giachetti, A., Meli, A., 1989a.
Maggi, C.A., Patacchini, R., Rovero, P., Giachetti, A., Meli, A., 1989b.
Maggi, C.A., Giuliani, S., Patacchini, R., Santicoli, P., Giachetti, A., Meli, A., 1990.
Monsma Jr., F.J., 1989.
Van der Giessen, A., 1990.

6. Illustrations, graphs and tables
(a) Either the original drawings plus 3 good photographs, or 4 good photographs of the drawings (on glossy paper and unmounted) or 4 high-quality

computer printouts should be submitted. Illustrations may be submitted in electronic format as well, but must always be accompanied by reproducible
paper printouts. Photocopies may not be used. The photographs should be of adequate definition and contrast. The number of illustrations should be
limited to the essential.

(b) It is important to allow for reduction to fit a single column, 8.4 cm wide, or at most a double column, maximally 17.6 cm wide. Illustrations, especially
photomicrographs, should be submitted in their final size (single or double column). When possible, all key symbols should be explained in the figures.
The following symbols can be typeset and explained (as well as all lettering) in the legends: . All letters
and numerals appearing in a particular illustration should be of the same size (approximately 1.4–2 mm height when reduced to 8.4 cm width).

(c) Graphs, electrocardiograms and oscillograms should be prepared by a skilled photographer so that the dark, cross-hatched background is eliminated, the
faint portions of the graphs intensified, and a sharp print obtained. This process may be avoided by using blue-ruled instead of black-ruled recording
paper for the originals. Kymograph records on sooted paper should be reversed photographically to ensure graphs in black on a white background.

(d) Drawings of complicated chemical structures should be prepared in the same way as graphs.
(e) A calibration bar should be drawn on the micrographs instead of giving a magnification rate in the figure legend.
(f) All illustrations should be referred to as figures and numbered in Arabic numerals (Fig. 1, 2, etc.).
(g) Legends to figures should make these comprehensible without reference to the text.
(h) Colour reproduction of illustrations is available at cost. Original high-quality illustrations (preferably slides) should be well protected against possible

damage during shipment. Detailed information regarding the use of colour may be obtained from the publisher, at the time of submission of the
manuscript to the editors.

(i) Tables should be numbered separately in Arabic numerals (Table 1, 2, etc.).

The Author Artwork website has all the information you need on how to submit your artwork correctly. Please consult www.elsevier.com/locate/authorartwork.

7. Proofs
Proofs will be sent to the corresponding author (see section 3.). Only printer’s errors may be corrected; no changes in, or addition to, the edited manuscript
will be allowed. Proofs should be returned within 24 hours. If this period is exceeded no reminders will be sent, the manuscript will be read by the editorial
staff of the publisher only and printed without the author’s corrections.

8. Page charges and reprints
There will be no page charge. Upon acceptance of a paper, the author(s) will receive a reprint order form which must be completed and returned as soon as
possible to Elsevier Science B.V., Log-in Department, P.O. Box 2759, 1000 CT Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Reprints ordered after the journal has been
printed will cost considerably more than those ordered immediately.
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